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return to Andalucia, what had happened in the expedition to
Guinea.

92. APPOINTMENT OF Luis GONZALEZ AS CHIEF CLERK OF ALL
SHIPS FOR GUINEA. TORO. 6 DECEMBER 1476*.
Don Fernando and Dona Isabel [etc.] In view of the many,
good and loyal services, which you, Luis Gonzalez, our secre-
tary, have rendered, and daily render, us, and as some reward
for them, and understanding that our interests are thus pro-
moted, our will and pleasure is that you have and hold for life
the office of chief clerk of all caravels, and each of them, and of
any ship or ships whatever, which henceforward shall navigate
in our seas in any manner whatsoever, in order to go to trade in
any port, ports, rivers, bays, seacoasts, lands, places, harbours,
and islands whatsoever, which are in the parts, provinces and
lordships of Guinea and, beyond, of Sierra-leona. Likewise, if
any one or more caravels, or ships, of our kingdoms and lord-
ships should sail in the said parts as fleets, or to trade, or to
oppose other caravels and ships, which go there from the king-
doms of Portugal or from any other parts whatsoever, since it
cannot and ought not by right to be free for any to go out or to
return, unless a clerk is carried on the caravel or ship, who can
exactly learn how he sails in the said parts of Guinea by our
special licence and command, and to the end that, when such a
ship has a commission to go to the said parts of Guinea, he may
see the things which it carries to barter away, and, on the return,
in the same manner, before the ship is unloaded and as soon as
it arrives in the port and place where have to be unloaded and
divided the merchandise or slaves, gold or plate, or any other
thing whatsoever, which it carries from each and every of the
said provinces and parts of Guinea, he may see and know every-
thing which is thus loaded or divided, wherefore no fraud or
diminution or any other deception may be suffered in the fifths
and royal rights, which we have to have from any merchandise
whatsoever, as well slaves as gold or plate or other jewels and
things of whatsoever number and quality and value they may be,
1 Pacheco, Collecion, xxxvni (1882), 37-42. Translated.